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E:  All right. I'm Candice Ellis with the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program, 

here with David Rushing on August 1, 2009 in Indianola, Mississippi. So, 

are you originally from the Delta region? 

R:  That's correct. 

E:  Born and raised here? 

R:  Born and raised here in Indianola. My father was one of the first families 

in Indianola. 

E:  Where were you guys coming from? Where did your family— 

R:  They came here from Pennsylvania back in 1848, and my initial 

grandfather built the first two courthouses in what's modern Sunflower 

County. 

E:  Oh, wow. 

R:  Yeah, so we've been around a while. 

E:  Your family has witnessed a lot of history in the area. 

R:  Witnessed and participated in it, you might say. 

E:  Witnessed and participated, that's always good. So, tell me a little bit 

about your childhood. Were you directly, I guess, involved as a young 

child in . . . ? 

R:  No, I was more of a witness. I grew up—of course, this was a small 

community now, it was even a smaller community then. I wish I could 

recall exactly what the population is. But, I came from a family that wasn't 

what you would call liberal by any means, but had a lot of connections 
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with the black community, so when things started popping in the [19]60s, 

we just kind of stayed out of the way, and be polite. That was, I was ten 

years old in 1960, and I think the first Freedom Riders came in in [19]62, 

so I was just a child. We had friends, and I'm more from it starting about 

[19]65 when I started paying attention to what was going on, and I was 

fifteen then. I live right down the street from the library here, and they 

started a—I wish I could remember what month it was. It was in [19]65, 

they started boycotting the library because they wouldn't let blacks in. I 

never thought about it. You know, I mean, what's wrong with folks coming 

in and reading in the library? They had a couple of incidents. In one of 

them, one of the Freedom Project workers got beat up by some local 

thugs right here in front of the library. That really caught my attention and 

made me start thinking about things. Plus, I read a lot, kind of let things 

sink in and got sort of freed myself some of the old ways of thinking. My 

main involvement, too, was right after I got out of junior college. I started 

working for a local newspaper and I stayed there—I just retired. That was 

close enough after the actual civil rights movement to see things start 

taking hold. I witnessed and attended a lot of events that culminated from 

the civil rights movement, and also, some of the kids, African American 

children my age, were more involved in it than I was. We really never 

talked about it, but we got on, and . . . so, I witnessed more of the 

aftermath. 
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E:  Right, because you were still kind of young in the 1960s when things are 

really coming to a head. You say at fifteen you really became aware of it, 

and from, when you were fifteen and on, when did you start getting more 

involved in it? How did you do that? 

R:  Well, I didn't get involved in it directly, being a newspaperman. I was 

more of a witness. 

E:  You were a witness and a reporter. 

R:  Until later, when I started digging in and learning about—I'd go to these 

rallies and things, covering them as a reporter, for instance. I got to know 

one of the people involved, and the more I talked to them, the more I 

realized how serious the situation was in Sunflower County. Now, I don't 

know if you've done much research about Sunflower County before you 

came here- 

E:  A decent amount. I kind of glossed over it. I wouldn't say I know anything 

too . . .  

R:  You know that Indianola is where the Citizens’ Council movement first 

started. 

E:  Right, right, right. Yes. 

R:  Okay, well, I knew some of the people personally who started the Citizens’ 

Councils, and they were, of course, a lot older than me. They would often 

harangue me later about what they perceived as liberal activities in the 

community, and I just was polite to them and said, maybe y'all need to get 

in the twentieth century. [Laughter] 
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E:  Get progressive with the times. 

R:  But we’ve been through several crises here, and I’ve seen the impact that 

the civil rights movement had on the community and on people. I feel a 

strong emotional tie to what they did. I kind of wish I’d been a little older 

when it happened so I could have helped. But that’s my standpoint. Now, 

of course, I’m totally supportive of the histories and getting things 

together, and doing what I can to keep it going. I made close personal 

friends with a lot of the freedom workers that came back and visited in 

such, pretty active in it. 

E:  So, as a journalist, you must have witnessed a lot of pretty incredible 

things. Is there anything that really stands out, any great injustices or any 

stories that you still remember and still strike you today? 

R: Well, the biggest incident we had was . . . and this is what really turned 

me around, is in 1985, when we had a big boycott because of the 

Indianola superintendent crisis. You should do some research in that, 

because that was the last gasp of the old group trying to control things 

here. Basically, we had a situation where we had a qualified black man 

who worked for the school district as a principal for many years; they had 

a vacancy in the superintendent of city school’s position, and instead of 

appointing him superintendent, they appointed a friend of the former 

superintendent who was white. We had a very long, very bitter boycott 

here that caused a lot of people to change their attitudes and see that 

what they did was wrong. What they did, they dragged this through a lot of 
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difficulties; finally, it got settled and taken care of, and the man who 

should have gotten in, in the first place, was finally hired. But, I attended a 

lot of mass meetings; we just had national media, and they more I sat 

there, the more I realized everything—even though it was 1985—the old 

order still controlled things and wouldn’t let loose. But, when they finally let 

loose, they realized that things have changed and we’ve got to start 

working with people instead of against them. That was the most important 

thing, other than this library incident, which was—Charles Scattergood 

was his name. He got beat up pretty badly, and some of the people who 

did the beating up were people I respected until I saw what they did to 

him. I just said, I can’t believe this happened. They beat up a man for 

trying to let kids come in the library and check out books. But that was the 

biggest crisis, the Indianola superintendent incident. You should read 

about it. 

E:  Oh, certainly, yeah. 

R: There’s a couple of good books; one of them is called Let the People 

Decide by . . . oh, what’s the guy’s name? I can’t even remember his 

name. 

E: I can always go online and find that, yeah. 

R: But Let the People Decide, that’s an excellent book about the history. If 

y’all haven’t read that before y’all put this together, you really should read 

it. He gives a very clear, concise, accurate and definitive assessment of 

the civil rights scene in Sunflower County and up to this famous boycott, 
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which our newspaper played a major role in—small newspaper. A staff of 

two men and the editor played a significant role in.  

E: Oh, wow. So, it was only you and the editor doing this newspaper? 

R: Yeah. I mean, we had part-time people doing layout and they had sales 

and stuff, but it played a significant role in getting the thing settled. 

E: Yeah. I know your stance in the whole thing; obviously, you’re much more 

progressive and open-minded, but what would you say about the 

newspaper you were running as a whole? Did you guys take a side, or did 

you strive to be unbiased? 

R: We took a strong editorial stance that what they did to Robert was wrong. 

But, of course, our reporting was straightforward. We printed things both 

sides wish we hadn’t printed. We were straightforward about it. But, 

because we were the place where everybody was coming to, we kind of 

wound up being—but we weren’t actively involved in any of the decision-

making or anything, we kind of became the middle man, getting this side 

to talk to this side. Most of the stance was editorial. We would stay up for 

hours, talking about how to write these editorials. 

E: Did you ever get any negative, harsh criticism from both sides? 

R: Oh, yeah. Look, I was a race traitor. 

E: Right, right. 

R: I already knew I was a liberal, commie hippie freak. [Laughter] But some 

of these same people that I was telling you about founding the White 

Citizens’ Council, they were still around. They would come up to me and 
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just say awful things, like, their great-grandparents are rolling over in the 

grave because of you taking up for these blankety-blanks. But I didn’t 

worry about it. 

E: It never made it hard for you to choose your stance? 

R: No, no. Like I say, my family were not liberals, but they’re fair about 

things. They’re far from liberal at that, but they brought us up to think on 

our own, and . . . I never worried about it. You know? They weren’t going 

to, I don’t think anybody’s going to hurt—not then. It wasn’t one of those 

situations where anybody think anybody’s going to get hurt, but yes, you 

know, I didn’t lose any credibility, but I lost some friends. 

E: Right, which were friends, maybe that you really, obviously didn’t need to 

have. 

R: Well, you know people all your life, you got to—in a small town, I mean, 

this is a small town. Everybody’s connected, somehow, to everybody. 

E: So, to backtrack just a little bit, when you were younger—you know, ten 

and fifteen, and so on when this was happening—how vocal were you 

about your position? If you were, how did that affect the way that other 

younger students regarded you? 

R: Well, I didn’t—at that age, you’re really not much vocal about anything. I 

kind of felt I grew up in a small town, and we knew everybody. It was like it 

was no big deal at all to be on bayou bank, fishing and playing with black 

children. I mean, that’s small-town Mississippi, you know. There was, at 

least with my family, there’s always an interaction. So, I never had a—and 
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there’s a lot of people. I wasn’t alone like this. But, a lot of people were 

brought up like this, but I come from a family that was pretty well-known to 

be . . . make up their own minds about things. I didn’t catch too much 

trouble until I got to be involved in newspaper work and started being 

more vocal about things I saw and such. 

E: Right. So, would you say that, back when you were younger, you had 

black friends and you saw other white children with black—and there was 

no really tension or problem in that? 

R: No, not at that period. 

E: When you were that young? 

R: Yeah, I think it got worse later. See, what happened was, we had a little 

bit of shift in the way people interact since then. It’s probably not as much 

interaction now among young blacks and whites as there was when I was 

growing up, because the schools are segregated. Even though it was 

segregated then, it wasn’t quite the same thing; it wasn’t an elitist 

situation. We never thought about it. I mean, I’ve always gotten along fine 

with everybody. Indianola, everybody has this conception of the South 

being this backward, rural area—which Indianola is definitely rural, but my 

yard, which is right down from the library, you go out there on the 

afternoons and we had a big lot: street was two-lane then, slow traffic, and 

you go out there in the afternoon and there would be white kids, Jewish 

kids, Chinese kids, black kids, all playing baseball, having fun. I mean, 

New York City didn’t have anything over us. To make matters better, 
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usually, their mom and daddies played with each other when they were 

kids, see. Even though there was this Jim Crow junk going on— 

E: A divide, yeah. 

R: People seemed to get along better. 

E: There was still harmony here in Indianola. 

R: Sort of like the blacks weren’t in power to do anything about it, but kids 

don’t care about that kind of stuff. 

E: Right, when you’re young, I guess it’s— 

R: Yeah, and I was there when they integrated the Indianola schools. I didn’t 

have a problem with it. I mean, we kind of got talked to by family—we 

never had any real serious problems. I’m friends with the kids that 

integrated the school. It didn’t last long; they finally closed it down. I 

remember the last graduating class in Indianola High School. But we 

didn’t notice it. Then, when the Freedom Summer stuff started happening, 

I remember Mama and Daddy calling us in and saying, look, this stuff’s 

going on, we don’t think it’s going to be a problem, but y’all just stay out of 

the way. Be nice. We don’t like what they’re doing, but be nice, and if 

something happens, just get out of the way, which is what we did. You 

know, we talked politics; we’d hear Great-Grandma and them talking 

about politics, cussing the Kennedys and Johnsons and all that. It wasn’t 

like I grew up in a liberal environment, things just affected me different, I 

guess. 
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E: Do you have any close friends who were involved in the Freedom 

Summer or the movement that you still talk to today? 

R: I have a few friends who are older than me that got involved in the 

[19]60s. Now, I don’t see—one of them was a very, very good friend, but I 

don’t see him much because he doesn’t live in Indianola anymore.  He 

was about four years older than me and I got to be—his brother was 

closer to my age and lived in Inverness. I guess he played a big role, 

because a lot of stuff was happening then. You’re having the music 

revolution and you’re having the civil rights revolution and everything was 

happening. Mississippi wasn’t immune from it, but I was fortunate enough 

to know some people that were a bit older than me that weren’t crazy, but 

they took those new ideas and helped infuse them. I don’t talk to them 

much; he’s . . . he lives in Arkansas now, doesn’t come through very 

much. But some of the older people kind of played a role in helping me. 

Plus Bob Dylan, back when he was . . . 

E: Yeah. How do you think Sunflower County compares to other Southern 

counties as far as brutality and racism and stuff like that goes? As far as 

you’ve witnessed. 

R: Well, Indianola—Sunflower County was one of the focus point of the civil 

rights movement nationwide. I mean, it was where Jim Eastland was from. 

It was where Fannie Lou Hamer was one of the targets. If there’s anybody 

in the nation that represented Jim Crow segregation, Senator Jim 



MFP-041; Rushing; Page 11 
 

Eastland, who was from Sunflower County—U.S. senator. Have you read 

about him? 

E: Hm-mm. 

R: Okay, well, he was president pro-tem of the Senate and on the judiciary 

committee as an extremely, extremely right-wing Jim Crow segregationist. 

He was still kicking. I mean, he didn’t retire until the [19]70s. For that 

reason, Sunflower County—and plus, it being the birthplace of the 

Citizens’ Council. I mean, the Delta didn’t have much KKK, the Delta as a 

whole, because back in the early days of KKK as being formed, the 

planners—even though they weren’t liberals or anything—the KKK would 

run off the labor. So, there was an active movement in the Delta to keep 

the KKK out. So we never had—I mean, we had stuff happen, violent 

stuff. In fact, if you read that book I told you about, Todd Moye is his 

name—T-o-d-d M-o-y-e, just came back to me—the White Citizens’ 

Council was called the Uptown Klan. They weren’t noted for violence; they 

didn’t do violence, it was mostly political and economic retribution. They 

would go get you fired from your jobs and stuff like that. 

E: They kind of worked from far above. 

R: Right, right. Even though there wasn’t violence, and the threat was always 

there, we never had anything significantly serious happen here during the 

[19]60s. I mean, you had some people beat up, stuff like that—and of 

course, that’s bad, but we didn’t have anybody lynched or anything. But 

the prospect was always there that it could happen. I’ve gone away from 
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the question, though. What was it? Remind me where I’m going on this. 

[Laughter] 

E: Just kind of comparing Sunflower County to the other counties. I really 

think you’ve done a good job on— 

R: It was bad, but it was bad in a different way. The feelings were the same, 

but it was under a different sort of set of circumstances. It wasn’t, we’re 

going to run them out of town because we don’t want blacks here—I 

mean, Indianola has always been sixty or seventy percent black, the 

county. It was so important, the labor force, they did not want to run 

anybody off. But they wanted to keep everybody under control. Now, if 

you go in other parts of Mississippi, up in the hills and stuff, it was a little 

bit of a different attitude. It was more the mean, raw-bone redneck 

reaction. 

E: Right. It sounds like here, it was more of a sophisticated attack: keep 

them down economically and politically. 

R: Threaten them, right. 

E: Right, not so much do the really direct physical-type attacks. 

R: Right, right. Because they didn’t want to scare them. The important thing 

was that the farming economy, which until the [19]60s was so heavily 

labor-dependent, that the key element was not to run off the labor supply. 

E: Right, so the reason why they acted like that, kind of in an almost 

nonviolent way, you would say, is because they really needed the African 

American labor in the area. 
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R: Right, right. That’s not say people who were activists didn’t— 

E: Oh, certainly, yeah. 

R: I’m not trying to say it was peaches and roses here. The threat was 

always there. There was economic threats against white people who kind 

of wanted to take a middle road. A lot of people just kept their mouths 

shut and didn’t say anything. Who knew better? 

E: Did you ever feel scared or frightened for your livelihood? Just taking your 

stance? 

R: Not then. You know, I never did, because I was in a situation where— 

E: It was a bit later. 

R: Well, first off, it was a bit later, but there were times when the newspaper 

had been threatened by people who didn’t—pulling ads and stuff like that. 

But I worked for a man who was pretty much immune to that kind of stuff. 

He’d say, more or less in a nice way, ha ha, you don’t mean that, or go 

ahead, we don’t need you, that kind of thing. I was always in a situation to 

write what I thought I needed to write. 

E: That’s great that you were able to do that. 

R: Plus, I had a cousin—I have a cousin who’s retired now. She was a big-

time academic. I don’t need to mention her name, but she grew up, she’s 

a good bit older than me. I asked her one time, I says, why haven’t I been 

shot yet? [Laughter] She said, because they think you got a black book 

somewhere in a safe deposit box, because you know everything on 

everybody. [Laughter] 
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E: Yeah. 

R: I said, well, I don’t know about that. But . . . you know. 

E: Who do you think was mostly reading your newspaper? What 

demographic did you guys really write for? 

R: Oh, we had eighty percent, easy eighty percent. It’s a small town. 

E: White, black, everybody? 

R: Everybody read it. There would be times when cars would be lined up in 

front of the newspaper office. It was a very effective newspaper. 

E: Very popular, it sounds. 

R: Well, people read it. [Laughter] You know. We didn’t write the news just to 

sell papers, but . . . it was a very progressive— 

E: Paper? 

R: It still is, but it changed ownership. 

E: What’s the name of it? 

R: Enterprise-Tocsin. 

E: Enterprise, and it’s— 

R: T-o-c-s-i-n. 

E: Okay. When did it change ownership? 

R: About a year ago. 

E: Oh, okay. 

R: See, I retired two years ago— 

E: Right, I remember. 
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R: When they switched hands, they asked me to come back and I came 

back. It’s not a problem, I’m not much into corporate journalism, and I got 

to where I just didn’t feel comfortable. Nothing import, just, I’m used to 

working with people where I can make up my own mind and not have to 

worry about sending things upstairs. 

E: Right, you’re much more freelance. It sounds very independent. 

R: But the . . . it was rough. You  know, there were times I got calls at night, 

people calling me up, cussing me out. 

E: Still? 

R: Well, it was. Not anymore, no. 

E: Oh, yeah. 

R: Now, I’m just—oh, there’s that so-and-so. It doesn’t bother me. I didn’t get 

into a popularity contest. 

E: So you definitely had a lot of kind of negative backlash. 

R: Oh, yeah. Yeah, easy. 

E: But you  never really felt threatened for your safety? It was just more kind 

of like an irritation, a common irritation. 

R: Yeah, you know. People calling you names, stuff like that; which is fine, 

because I call them back. 

E: Good, yeah. [Laughter] 

R: . . . but the thing is, is that the more I saw what was going on and the 

more I dug into it, the more I realized that what was going on here was so 

significant. I mean, even though it was just a small part of the United 
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States, it was significant because these people came in here—and they 

were risking their lives. 

E: Certainly. 

R: Thank God nothing happened here. But these people came in here and 

showed that democracy can work. The work, you’ve got to fight for it. 

E: You’ve got to fight, yeah.  

R: Or struggle, you know. To this day, some of these people you ought to be 

interviewing—I mean, we’re political animals; Charles Scott down there, 

that wonderful old man, we bump heads all the times but we love each 

other. But he paid his price as a schoolteacher. Charles McLaurin, which 

I’m sure you all have interviewed, have you met him? 

E: I haven’t actually, yeah. 

R: Well, he’s a hero. I mean, he is an absolute hero. But he always stayed in 

the background and he never really played up what he’s done. But if you 

meet that man, you’ve met a sure enough veteran. 

E: Oh, certainly. 

R: Because he was from Mississippi and he brought these Yankees down 

here and Beatniks. [Laughter] See, they hadn’t invented hippie yet or 

anything, they were beatniks. 

E: Oh, that’s right, yeah. I’ve heard that. 

R: Some of them are senators and judges and such, but I wish that y’all 

would—I don’t, y’all, did they interview Jim Abbott? The editor of the 

paper? 
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E: I don’t believe so yet. I don’t know if we have him down, but we would love 

to if you want to refer us to him. 

R: If y’all haven’t interviewed him, he’s retired now, too. He was the editor, 

and he was a very brave man. 

E: If you want to just give me his contact information, I don’t know if he’d 

mind doing that, but I can— 

R: I don’t think he would. It’s Jim Abbott, and his number is ___-____. 

E: Area code 662, correct? 

R: Same number, same area code. Now— 

E: I-b— 

R: A-b-b-o-t-t, Abbott. Now, I’m really serious about you reading Todd Moye’s 

book. 

E: I have it written down right here, circled. 

R: Now, there’s a article in the Editor and Publisher magazine, and I cannot 

remember the date of it or even the title, but it was done about three years 

ago about the role Indianola newspapers played in the boycott. 

E: Oh, wow. 

R: I wish I could recall the name of the article. It’s picked out, four small 

weeklies in Mississippi that made a difference, and used it as an example 

of community journalism at its best. Sound like I’m bragging, but that gives 

pretty good background, too. But you read Todd Moye’s book. I’m trying to 

think of some other things I need to tell you about. It’s been so much, it’s 

like— 
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E: Yeah. 

R: I mean, I remember going to mass meetings with Jesse Jackson here in 

little old Indianola, and it was so tense, so tense. The children of the older 

power structure kind of knew that something had to give. You know? 

They’re not liberals, but they’re a different breed, and so it was this 

internal struggle among a lot of the older families here. Not mine, I mean, 

my daddy would tease me, kind of jab me about it sometimes, but he 

always left me alone, pretty much, about— 

E: Your beliefs. 

R: Yeah, and things. But some of these situations got pretty . . . serious 

among some of the families here about, we’ve got to do something 

different. So it came out for the better. 

E: Right, that’s good. So we’ve obviously had a lot of progress and change 

since then, since the [19]60s and the fight for civil rights. In your opinion—

and you, obviously, have been in the midst of it, which is really great—

where do you think it needs to go? Maybe, just from an Indianola 

standpoint. I mean, how much farther do you think they have to go and 

how do you think they need to— 

R: Well, we still have a long way to go; a real long way to go. The only thing 

we can do right now is to make these bridges we’ve built stay there, 

because there’s a still a fundamental, underlying cause of social and 

economic differences. When you got any—well, you studied sociology, I’m 

sure, haven’t you? When you’ve got two groups, if they don’t have any 
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interaction, they form their own little sets of rules and stuff. You’ve got two 

different cultures operating here, basically, even though they share some 

fundamental things, you got two different cultures. I don’t care what 

culture it is, there’s always going to be tension. So, you have to build 

these bridges, and slowly but surely— 

E: Interact, come together. 

R: One of my favorite Mississippi historians, Dr. David Samson, once said 

something that he might have got somewhere else, but he said, 

everybody wants progress but nobody wants change. [Laughter] That’s so 

true. 

E: Oh, yeah. That’s really clever. 

R: The thing about it, as long as we’re progressing, I think we’re doing okay. 

Change has got to happen, particularly in this situation. It’s generational. I 

mean, it’s going to take a while for everything. 

E: Oh, certainly. But as long as there’s progress and not stagnation, I guess 

that’s— 

R: Right, right. We’ve got progress. We’ve got a lot of problems here. I 

mean, it’s one of the poorest places in the nation; the economy is bad. 

Primary source of income has always been government transfer funds, 

and you still go this divide  between some sections of the black 

community and some sections of the white community, who always don’t 

think before they do or say. But, overall, it’s . . .  

E: It’s hopefully on its way. 
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R: You can’t stop change. All you can do is control how fast it moves. 

Sometimes, you can’t do that. 

E: Yeah. 

R: So, what else? 

E: Well, do you have anything else you’d like to add? Any last thoughts? 

R:  No, I’m just . . . glad y’all are down here, up here, in your case. [Laughter] 

E: Over here. 

R: Getting this stuff down, because once some of these folks are gone— 

E: That’ll be it. 

R: It’s so easy to forget. Yeah, I remember, I hope y’all go talking to Charles 

McLaurin. I’m sure he is, I need to ask him. But I remember meeting Paul 

back when they had a Freedom Summer reunion here, come to think of it. 

E: Yeah. I know he’s been coming here since about 1995, so. 

R: Yeah, so. St. Augustine has civil rights activists, in St. Augustine and the 

Mississippi Delta. 

E: Yeah. 

R: Either way, what else you need to know? 

E: I think we’re good. 

R: So, what are you going to get your degree in? 

E: I’m doing history. I want to go to grad school and eventually become a 

professor. 

R: Where are you going to grad school? 

E: Oh, I don’t know yet. 
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R: Ole Miss.  

E: [Laughter] Ole Miss? I don’t know. I’d have to look at their history 

program. I’m looking at Emory; Emory, definitely. Duke, University of 

Washington, NYU and Columbia, UT-Austin, so, really all over America. I 

don’t have one top choice. Maybe I’ll make my top choice Ole Miss, but I 

don’t know. I’m a gator. I don’t think I could do that. 

R: Well, I know some who have. 

E: Yeah. I do as well, actually. I know a guy at the Ole Miss law school now 

who just graduated from UF, but . . . 

R: Who is he? 

E: Jordan Robinson. 

R: Don’t know him. 

E: Yeah. 

R: See, right after the boycott, which was very—it was very difficult on me to 

see all my friends fighting each other and fighting and shouting and 

threatening. So, I went to Oxford and worked for the newspaper there for 

about—and went ahead and got my degree. I went straight into the 

newspaper business out of junior college, so I was at Oxford, like, fifteen 

years and then I came back. I mean, I just had to get away. I had to do 

Thessalonic thing of taking the self-imposed exile, it’s because things still 

were so hard among some groups. 

E: Being caught in the middle of that, I can imagine. 
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R: You know, I love them. I grew up with them. I just had to get away, and I 

stayed away about fifteen years, then came back. But . . . that was a 

whole ‘nother story. When that thing it was over, it was so great. The 

whole town just took this deep breath, sigh; I mean, we survived. There 

was this really strong push, which is still evident, about people getting 

along and trying to work together better. So, we learned a lot. 

E: Yeah, definitely. Well, all right. 

R: Okay. 

[End of interview] 
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